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Rosamead Schod Didrict Teacher ChallengesAll Sudentsand Adultsto Join the
New I nitiativeand TakethegramMARCH Challenge

Rosamead, CA, March 30, 2015: Inthemidg of atechnologica erafilled with text messages dang and abbrevidions
(usad heavily throughout the sodid mediaworld), Rosemead Schodl Didtrict 7" grade tescher, Hesther Shatke chdlenged both
sudents and adults dike to “mekeove” thar prose by teking the gramMARCH Chdlenge and embrace intdligent
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The gramMARCH Chdlenge, was launched on March 1, 2015. It laged throughout the month, and chdlenged
everyonetowritein full sentences, proper grammear and ueentirewordsindl formsof written communications Shotkeredized
thet technalogy has dlowed people to text, tweet, Kik, Skype Ving, ShapChat, Faoebook, Indagram, and emal by utilizing an
unfortunately improper form of grammar. With dl theseforms of rgpid and constant communication, shorthand text-gpesk, dang
and dbbrevidions have become the ungpproved norm in the dassoom and in the day-to-day communicaion for many adults
blurring thelinesbetween formd and informal communication.

Shatke, founded gramMARCH lagt year. Sheisagraduate of the Annenberg Schoal for Communication at USC, and
she has saen these abbrevigted forms of language migrate from the screens of smartphones to the pages of her gudents
assgnments with an darming increese. The veleran teecher is concerned sodiely has become too acoeptant of this new-era
shorthand. Shefedsthat sudentsarenat theonly onesa fault. Adultstoo have adopted thislax method of prose

“People don't ssem to give thar ‘text-dang’ or abbreviations a second thought,” Shatke sad. “But the redlity is, ther
writing is often afirg impresson on employers college admission counsdors, suparvisors o potertid “friends” bath red and
virtud.”
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This sharthand language became increesingly popular with the advent of sodd media, espedidly in gpplications thet
limit charactersand essrtidly forcewordsto be shortened in order to rday thefull essence of themessage. Research showsthet
91% of mohileinternet accessisfor sodd adtivitieswith 73% of smartphone usarsaccessing odd networksat leest onceaday.

Shatke srongly bdieves thet if gudents were to use proper grammir in these communications, because of the
frequency of use it would be a productive way to practice comprehensive and thoughtful communication and bolgter an finity
for writing — a kill thet could be trandfared to academic assignments and extend itsdf to their workplace communication.
Through the gjamMARCH Challenge, Shatke is challenging the nation to dow down and think about what they are
writing, o that thoughtsand wor dsarecondseand given resped.

“Anecdotaly, it takes about 30 daysfor something to become ahabit,” Shatke said. “ So, if we can get peopleto acoept
the gramMARCH Chdlenge and write with proper grammer in dl communication forms — induding texts twedts Kiks
Ingagram captions; twitter pogts and gatus updates on Faoebook — for the month of March, we may be able to meke the shift
beck tointdligent communication.”

The gramMARCH fedivd induded languege ats rdaed canivd type games giveaways, rdfle prizes from
orgenizations such as the LA Gaaxy, LA Clippersand locd Rosameed businessss (Jamba dlice, InN Out, and Starbucks) and
performancesby Get Down Digtrict and Curly Fryz

Pictured (left toright): Front Row: City of Bl Monte, Councilwoman Victoria Martinez, Actor Erik Valdez,
Teacher Heather Shatke, and Author J.J. Canon/ Back Row: Entrepreneur Rome Douglas

more
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Pictured Upfiont: Principal Jessica Ancona, Pictured: 2014-15 Student Body of Muscatel Middle
Midde Heather Shotke, Teacher Shoadl and Saff
Badk Sudent Body of Muscatd Midde School
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For more information regarding the gramMARCH program please contact Jessica Ancona, Principa at
Muscatel Middle School a (626) 287-1139 or email jancona@rosemeasd.k12.ca.us or Director of Educationa
Services John Lovato at (626) 312-2900 x213 or email jlovato@rosemead.k12.caus. You can adso log on to
www.gramnMARCH.org. Follow the gramMARCH movement on Twitter and Instagram @ granMARCH, and
Facebook at The GramnMARCH Challenge.

For more information regarding the Rosemead School Digtrict programs please contact Director of
Educationd Services Mr. John Lovato at (626) 312-2900 x213 or email jlovato@rosemead.k12.caus. The
Rosemead School Didtrict offers programs as follows and are not limited to: English Language Devel opment
(ELD); Instrumental Music program (4™-8" grades); Student in Need program; State Preschool; Transitional
Kindergarten; Full Day Kindergarten; Before and Afterschool programs: K.SA.R.T. (Kinder After School
Recreational and Tutorid), A.SA.R.T. (After School Recreationa and Tutorid), A.S.E.S. (After School
Education and Safety) program; Migrant Education Program; Gifted and Taented Program (GATE); Science
Olympiad; Franklin Covey’sLeader in Me® Program and 7-HabitsO; Positive Behavior Intervention and
Supports (PBIS); gramMARCH Challenge; and Specia Education Programs.

To learn more information about J.J. Canon, freelance writer, best selling author, televison &
radio guest, visit her website at www.sophietakesasdlfie.com and www.welladjustedorsotheysay.com.

To learn moreinformation about City of EI Monte Councilwoman VictoriaMartinez, visit the
City of El Monte website at www.ci.el-monte.caus.

” To learn more about Rome Douglas follow him on Twitter @BIGGROMET78.

C"'"'
a-z- To learn more about Curly Fryz follow them on Twitter, Facebook and Instragram
@curlyfryzmusic or visit their website at www.curlyfryz.com.

To learn more about Erik Vadez follow him on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram @erikva dez.

4 To learn more about DJAG follow him on Instagram @ayyygeee.
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ﬁ To learn more about The Get Down District follow them on Facebook @Get-Down-District,
Twitter & Instagram @getdowndistrict or visit their website at www.getdowndistrict.com.
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The Rosemead School Didlrict (RSD) is a Loca Education Agency led by Superintendent Dr. Amy
Enomoto-Perez.  For more information, please visit www.rosemead.k12.ca.us or contact the Superintendent’s
office at (626) 312-2900 x212.




